[The extent of immune response impairment vs. the prevalence and clinical form of oral candidiasis in HIV patients].
The objective of the study was a mycological and clinical evaluation of the course of oral cavity fungal infection in HIV patients in relation to the immune response impairment. The patients were examined physically (symptoms and signs) and mycologically (isolation and identification of fungi, semiquantitative evaluation their growth abundance in the cultures); the immunity status was expressed in terms of the number of CD4 lymphocytes. The most frequently isolated fungal species was Candida albicans. The decreasing immunity was conductive to more abundant fungal growth in the oral cavity as well as to more frequent occurrence of clinical manifestations of candidiasis.